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The theme of this issue of the 
Link, ‘Man the Seeker’, is based 
on Jesus’ words to His disciples: 
“So I say to you, ask, and it will 
be given you; search, and you will 

opened for you.” (Luke11.9). These 
words of Jesus console us with the 

God’s kingdom, while at the same 
time they challenge us with the 
warning that such a supreme gift 
will only come in response to our earnest striving.

Scripture is clear that our quest for God is itself a response to 
His grace given to us out of sheer love, and by no merit of our 
own: ‘those whom he predestined, he also called; and those whom 

of life, this call of God comes through ordinary human channels – 
parents, clergy, religious, and teachers, who instruct us and inspire 
us in the ways of God. 

The Book of Acts gives a beautiful and touching example of the 
pivotal role played by a teacher in leading a student to seek and 

who was reading the prophet Isaiah, but without comprehending 

the eunuch reading and, prompted by the Spirit, asked him, “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, 

prompted by the call of the Spirit, draw near to students to help 
them understand what they are reading. By sanctifying every day 
by prayer; by teaching, with conviction and without apology, the 
entire message of Jesus; by offering opportunities to receive the 
sacraments; by special events such as retreats; and, by the lived 

God. 
Thank you for your support of our Catholic high school, an 

oasis in a world which does not know how or where to seek and 

knowing and loving God.

Sincerely,

Fr. Bry Shields

Fred Boni, a 1997 McGill-Toolen graduate, and Dan Good, a 2001 McT graduate, were both ordained into the priesthood 
on June 12 at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception.

Father Boni attended Christ the King, McGill-Toolen, Springhill College and St. Charles Borromeo Seminary in 
 

 

 
 

Campus Ministry is Alive 
at McGill-Toolen

Dear Friends:

Dan Johnson is pictured with a few students from his newly instituted 

By Dan Johnson, Director of Campus Ministry
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students who come in to see 
me, “How is your spiritual life?” This of course is a great question 
that we can all ask ourselves. But as I was preparing this article I 
thought perhaps the reason our students are so excited about being 
Catholic is that their faith is not compartmentalized. The Faith 
permeates everything they do and they immerse themselves in it 
every day. There isn’t a “spiritual life” and their “other life.” It is 
all the same. We all have this desire in our hearts to grow deeper or 
fall deeper in love with God. We are hard wired to seek Him out. 
The reason campus ministry is growing is because of the Holy Spirit 

God openly and are excited for what He has in store for them.
. A student 

asked me when he arrived, “So what does the schedule look like?” I 
explained all that we would do including a candlelight Mass Friday 
night, Mass Saturday morning, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
that night, and Mass Sunday morning. He responded, “We have mass 

nights have grown to the point that we are bursting out of the chapel. 
We are once again planning for the March for Life pilgrimage to 

students. The religion department has inspired a school wide First 
Friday devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The students go to 
confession and attend Mass on the First Friday of every month. I 

Jesus and He will do the rest. 
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McGill-Toolen Students’ 
ACT Scores Higher than 

National Averages

ACT Test Score Report 

Campus Ministry has always played a large role in the lives of 

activities has been greater than anyone could have anticipated. 

up faster than ever. The incredible student participation has left 
teachers and other faculty asking the question, “Why?”

What has caused this incredible support? While students have 
always been actively involved in their faith, the devotion displayed 
by students has been incredible. When asked about the reason for this 
increased participation, Campus Minister Daniel Johnson replied, “I 
think it is the Holy Spirit. High School is a stressful time for so many 
teens, and the Lord knows that. I believe he has sent the Holy Spirit 
into their lives to aid them in their troubles.”

The increase in involvement is not limited to any age or grade. 

freshmen. Freshmen involvement has been low in years past, so 

assigned to freshmen. “The increased involvement we are seeing 
in the younger students is a trend that I am certain will continue”, 

McGill.” 
Mr. Johnson is not the only faculty member excited by the fervor 

of the students. Tom McDonald, a Junior Morality teacher stated, “In 
the world today, we need leaders prepared to stand for what is right. 
Hopefully these students will become the people this world needs.” 
Although the participation has been great, Mr. Johnson reminds 
students there is always room for one more in every pew. “The 
commitment I see is great, but it can still get better. God calls each 
of us every day, and we should all heed his call. The students are so 
fervent and so devoted that I don’t see their zeal dwindling. I thank 
the Lord for these students and for the great example they set.”

The Movement

school. 

By Michael Duffey, Class of 2012

 

Food Drive

Thanksgivng Food Drive

By:  Shelby O’Neill, Class of 2013

on average, scored higher on all subjects on the ACT than students 
in Alabama and across the nation? McT’s student body as a whole 

McT’s challenging curriculum and talented teachers. For example, 

students and give them the tools they need to get into good colleges 
and mature into the next generation of leaders. These ACT scores 
really show their commitment to our students.



Congratulations to 
the Swim and Dive 
Team for an outstanding 
performance at the State 
Meet in Tuscaloosa. 
Twenty one athletes 

State and over half of the 

top 16 in their individual 
events. Sarah Dominick 
and Will Glass are our 

accomplishments top another exceptional season. 

Both teams also won the County Championships for the second year 
in a row. Thanks to everyone who supported the team and we look 
forward to another great season next year.

Cross Country team 
continued the success 

State Championship 
with an impressive 

Sophomore Carmen 
Carlos and Junior Sage 
Blackwell. Carmen 
successfully defended her State title and was undefeated in Alabama 

another victory at the Foley Invitational. The Lady Jackets were 
th annual McT 

th th 
overall at the 6A State Championships, freshmen Sarah Glover and 

now she has won her second title. 

Swim and Dive Team

2010 McT Football Season

Girls Cross Country  

Sports Shorts
Will began swimming around the 

per week which includes three 
mornings before school, getting 

time commitment, hard work, and 
self discipline he has put into his 
sport is remarkable.  He is working 
toward qualifying this summer for 

Sports Spotlight: Will Glass 

started off with a lot of excitement. They 

Tournament in Hoover after losing in the 
championship game vs. Carver in late July. The 

team started the season ranked 9th in the state and 
opened our season on national T.V. when we played 

the 6A state rankings. As always, our young men rallied around one 

      



this season as well as the area competition. Lead by senior team 

meet opener and then continued that success by winning the Foley 

Mobile Challenge of Champions Invitational. The boys’ team had 7 

team depth helped them win the Mobile County Championships as 
well as the Section 1 Site B Championship. They improved upon last 

th th

team, more than any other school.

truly lives her Catholic faith each 
and every day. But the amazing 
thing about this is that she does 

looking for the limelight. She feels 
she has made the best of her four 
years at McT helping others and 
making a difference in others lives. 
She especially enjoys volunteering 
her time with children. She is 
very involved in the Friends of 

club that provides opportunities to 
help children with cerebral palsy. 

children and having an opportunity to make them smile. A father of 
one of the children said to her, “We really appreciate your being here 
to bring a little joy to our daughter and it means a lot to her to be able 
to do something fun with other children like her.” She knew then that 
volunteering was more than just getting service hours. It was making 
a difference in someone’s life. Alicia also volunteers two days a week 

that are sick and need extra care. “I love the fact that I can help these 
tiny babies and show them love and tenderness and they will never 

given her the faith foundation and the opportunity to serve others and 

faith. 

The Dirty Dozen Volleyball Team had an outstanding 

been published, but we know we will have players getting these post 

 
Faces of Success - Alicia Ollis

Volleyball Recap

Girls Basketball

Varsity Boys Basketball

Boys Cross Country
The Lady Jackets had a very tough schedule but are looking to 

 out strong. Sophomore Danielle Harbin leads the 

The team looks forward 

Stay tuned as the future 

 

area play. This year’s team has reloaded with a large crop of talented 
freshman, sophomores and juniors. We have three seniors back that 

are young, but are a talented group that has shown great promise. To 

continued to grow with each passing day. 
This year’s schedule has included many old faces as well as some 

School and Cottage Hill Christian. They also competed in the Baker 

Area title in nine years. The team will continue playing toward a 

  



graduation, she attended Mississippi 

Sociology. She has been working for 
Christ the King as their youth minister 
for seven years. 

The majority of Graham’s work 
involves interacting with teens as a 
spiritual advisor, an educator, and a 
mentor for their problems and concerns. 
From the beginning, she has always felt 

parish. “McGill prepared me for youth ministry by helping to foster 
a love of learning about the Catholic faith,” says Graham, “The 

for the work I do with the teens of the Archdiocese of Mobile. It gave 
me a passion to pass that love of the Church that was nurtured in me 
at McGill on to them.” 

Working with young people has put Graham’s own experience 
in high school into perspective. “In the work I do with high school 

during an extremely impressionable time for young people. Looking 
back on my own youth it is easy to see that McGill was a huge 

The education and spiritual instruction that Graham received at 
McT is the basis for the work she performs everyday as the youth 
minister at Christ the King. Her leadership there is a result of the 

Toolen.

based upon their superior grades and excellent standardized test 

Aquinas Scholars scored in the 97th percentile or higher.

entering the program next year. As the scholars advance through 
their four years at McGill, they will study famous church leaders, 
engage in challenging outside reading, and as they approach their 
junior and senior years, they will participate in college tours. 
Through the Aquinas curriculum, students will continue to explore 
their Catholic faith in more depth through service to others and 
in their religion courses. As the program grows each year, more 

students to challenge them in every subject. The main objective of 
the St. Thomas Aquinas program, says Mr. Blackburn, is to prepare 
the students for a rigorous honors curriculum at the collegiate level.

St. Thomas Aquinas Program Update

Faces of Success - Jamie Perez Graham 

Maids for 2011. The new representatives are Cassie Mahler, Kathleen 
Powers and Fallon Thompson. They are pictured with the bonnets and 
parasols of the color of their dresses. 
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2010 Fall Retreat

By Abby Alsip, Class of 2011

By Peyton Plessala, Class of 2011

across the bay, ready to experience God in a new way. Clad in shorts 

weekend of games, music and worship. The Campus Ministry senior 

The leaders encouraged the students to enter into the retreat with open 
hearts and promised that God was waiting for them. Catie Murphy gave 
an energetic opening talk, “Through Smoke”, informing everyone 

a highlight of the retreat as everyone danced and sang as loud as 
they could for their love of God. The next day included witness talks 
by Zachary Shawn, Kathleen Brandeau, Samuel Zanaty and Kaitlin 
Felrath. The day was concluded with a moving skit starring Maggie 

were revitalized. Dan Johnson encouraged them to take what they 

that you have experienced God and the grace He pours out into your 
lives, what will you do in the aftermath of this experience? How will 
you answer the call?” There was nothing but joy and smiles as the 
students got into their cars to go back to the rest of the world with a 
song in their hearts and God on their minds.       

By Peyton Thomasson and Annie Duffey, Class of 2014



The year is 1971; school, Bishop Toolen High School, class room 

listening to the radio while they carve their linoleum blocks. Some 
are working hard, others enjoying the opportunity to talk in class 
and move around. The overall atmosphere is casual, easy going but 

Toolen graduate would end up teaching with my former teacher and 
mentor, Sr. Sandra Ardoyno. Sr. Sandra was one of the reasons I fell 
in love with art and have followed in her footsteps. 

Today, teaching side by side in the classroom, I continue to learn 
methods, techniques and innuendos from her. Her vast knowledge of 
the arts is an inspiration to me and her students. 

in their graduates. This love unquestionably applies to Sister Sandra, 
a 1961 graduate. I feel honored to be teaching art at my alma mater 

the students I am privileged to be teaching. Maybe one day I will be 
in Sr. Sandra’s shoes and will have a former student follow in my 
footsteps.

What Makes McGill Special to You?
By Monica Washichek, Class of 1971

“What   is life’s meaning?” The typical bromide asked by 
philosophers for centuries really is not that philosophical at all. Camp 
Smile exposes the answer 
after spending one week 
with children and adults 
with special needs.  From 
feeding them dinner to 
lifting them onto a horse to 
showering them, the job at 
Camp Smile is frustrating, 
exhilarating, and rewarding.  

always putting their camper 

sunny day with swimming, 
horseback riding, arts and 
crafts, and kayaking.  To the 
counselors, the day is not 
about the entertainment but about making the disabled smile.  To the 
campers, the day is not only about the perpetual fun but also about 
surrounding themselves with others who face the same mental or 
physical problems as they do.

overwhelming.  They do not concern themselves with the materialistic 
things or what others think.  They take life “day by day smiling 
mile by mile,” as they sing on the last day of camp. The purpose 
of Camp Smile is to encourage children and adults with disabilities 

are trying to discover the answer to life’s question, look no further.  

A Simple Answer to a 
Deep Question

Faces of Success - Alex Fleming
Alex Fleming, a senior at McT, 

is someone who truly “walks the 

from a young age, he understood 
the foundation of Christian 
behavior. When faced with a 
bully in the fourth grade, he told 
his teacher the reason he did not 
hit back was that it was not what 
God would want us to do. He 
feels that his involvement in the 
Campus Ministry programs at 
McT have increased his passion 
for being an example of his faith. 

and has attended the annual trip to Washington, D.C. to “March for 

prayed for the unborn in front of clinics. Alex said, “The programs 
offered at McGill give me so many opportunities to accomplish what 
is most important to me – to help and serve others.” He says that 
his involvement in Campus Ministry and the programs it offers has 
opened his eyes and heart to giving to those in need. He receives 
his greatest satisfaction in giving his time to those less fortunate. 
He always looks for ways to help others. He has a neighbor who 
can physically no longer take care of her yard, so he requested help 
from other McT students to clear her yard of a garage that had fallen 

the person he is and provided him with the faith foundation to be a 
leader in serving our community. He will attend Springhill College 
in the fall and looks forward to continuing to “walk the walk” of his 
Catholic faith.  

By Rachel Robertson, Class of 2012

continued Alex Fleming



Spring/Summer 2011 Events

Joseph Perez Golf 
Tournament

April 16, 2011

April 16, 2011

June 4, 2011

June 4
Yellow Jacket

Fishing
Tournament

May 20
Graduation

April 16
Joe Perez

Golf/Tennis
Tournament

April 9
Senior 
Prom

March 31
Jacket 

Jubilation

March 25
Talent
Show

2011 Calender of Events

For more information visit www.mcgill-toolen.org or call 445-2900
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March 31, 2011
A portion of this years auction proceeds 

will be used for “Teacher Grants” 

You can pre-register and purchase tickets 
online at

Joseph Perez Tennis 
Tournament

Yellow Jacket Open 
Fishing Tournament


